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Arnold Wilson, acting Chief Commissioner, was not only
removed from office, but practically dismissed from the
service of the King.   Politicians at home found it convenient
to make the good man on the spot the scapegoat for the fact
that the policy they had approved was more expensive
than they had anticipated, and were full of virtuous indig-
nation because he did not effect in Mesopotamia the drastic
economies which they could not themselves enforce in
England.   A new Chief Commissioner (Sir Percy Cox) was
soon in the field; but the change implied delay, and the new
man had not (owing perhaps to his home instructions)
that power of giving a quick decision on a question which
had been one of the strong points of his predecessor.   Sir
Percy, however, approved the general lines of the policy
laid down, and the move to Mindan was in full swing when
the Arab rising of 1920 put a stop to all action.   All fighting
men and all transport were imperatively needed elsewhere,
and the Assyrian problem had to wait.
The story of the rising itself does not concern us, though
the fighting men of the Assyrians were actively engaged
in it in support of the Government.   Men began to ask
what new form of lunacy had possessed those in authority,
that they had disbanded an existing force composed of such
good material, and so absolutely trustworthy.   It is true
that some of the fighting was pure self-defence, for the
Baqubah camp was left to look after itself, in the assurance
that Assyrians could do so, but in forgetfulness of the fact
that they had been disarmed!   For some time the place
was in real peril, particularly when a train loaded with riSes
and ammunition for its defence was derailed some miles from
camp.
The force raised in the camp, however, though thea
armed with a " scratch " armament, rescued the train and
its contents,* and from that time forward the camp was
in a state of safety. Skirmishes took place near it, and after
one of these the combatants boasted to their British officer
* When the Assyrians made their attack, an officer in the t
iudged it better to get out on the side remote from the action,
he should see things that it might be his duty to report.